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AGM 2025

To be held on Thursday 16th of October 2025 at 11.00am.
AGM Agenda

Welcome: Kerry Clarke
Apologies:

Minutes from previous meeting: Thursday 17th October, 2024

Motion:
That Minutes from the 2024 AGM be accepted as a true and accurate record

Presentation of reports:

Chair Report and Auspice Groups: Kerry Clarke
Finance Officer’s Report: Kate Looker
Manager’s Report: Mary-Lynn Griffith

Tabling of audited Annual Financial Report 2024-25
General business:

Motion:
That Robin Russell be appointed to undertake an independent accountant’s review
for 2025/26 financial year.

Election of Committee Members: at least 4 and not more than 9 members
(R19.1.2).

No more than 6 elected committee members (R19.1.2 (a), and 1 appointed
committee member for each subgroup (R19.5).

Nominations for all Committee positions:

Chair, Deputy Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and ordinary members to be elected by
and from elected committee members at the first committee meeting after the
AGM (R19.7).

Call for Nominations from the floor if there are less than 9 nominations already
received.

Thank You!

Thank you to AGM facilitator Kerry Clarke, to all the Committee members past and
present for their dedication, to our amazing volunteers and finally, thanks to Karen
McDonald, Chris Russo and Cheryl Ziedaitis who handled the administration of this
AGM and the Annual Report.



Minutes

Whittlesea Community House Annual General Meeting
Thursday 17th October 2024
Meeting Opened: 12.15pm

Attendance K. Clarke, K. Mc Donald, R. Rose, , M. Smithwick, C. Looker, M. Griffith, M. Brida, U.
Jenkins, L. Spiteri, C. Ziedaitis, R. Elliot, P. Tallents, Y. Power

Apologies J. Johnston, R. Mitchell, B. Flenley, K. Paterson, L. Kathage MP, G. McDonald, J.
Stewart

Welcome Address from AGM Chair:

Kerry Clarke

Kerry welcomed all WCH
members, staff and guests
and thanked them for their
attendance.

Minutes from previous meeting
Date: Thursday 19*" October, 2023

Motion: That minutes
from the 2023 AGM
be accepted as a true
and correct record.
Carried

Moved: C. Looker
Seconded: M.Brida
Carried

Reports Tabled

Chair Report and Auspice Groups
Read and presented by: Kerry Clarke

Motion: That reports
be accepted as true
and correct

Moved: C.Looker
Seconded: R.Rose
Carried

Receipt and consideration of the Financial
Statements of the Association 2023-2024
Read and presented by: Kate Looker

Motion: That tabled
report and financial
statements be
accepted as true and
correct

Moved: C.Looker
Seconded: P.Tallents
Carried

Manager’s Report:
Read & presented by:
Mary-Lynn Griffith

Motion: That report
be accepted as true
and correct

Moved: M.Brida
Seconded: R.Rose
Carried

Sub Group Reports

Volunteer Co-Ordinator’s Report Tabled

Community Garden Report Tabled

Election of Committee Members

called for by:

All positions were declared vacant and nominations

Kerry Clarke

Seconder: C.Looker
Carried

Nominator: G.McDonald

Catherine Looker

Seconder: R.Rose
Carried

Nominator: G.McDonald

Margaret Brida

Nominator: J.Stewart
Seconder: B.Flenley
Carried

Judith Stewart

Nominator: M.Brida
Seconder: B.Flenley
Carried

Brett Flenley

Nominator: R.Rose
J.Stewart
Carried

Rhonda Rose

Nominator: B.Flenley
Seconder: J. Stewart
Carried

Cheryl Ziedaitis

Nominator: G.McDonald




Seconder: M. Brida
Carried

8 General Business

Motion: That Robin Russell, Chartered Accountant, be
appointed to undertake an independent accountant’s
review for 2024/25 financial year.

Moved: C.Looker

Seconder: M.Brida

Carried

Brett Flenley to continue as Secretary

THANK YOU

e Tothe AGM facilitator

e Toall committee members past and present
for their dedication

e To our amazing volunteers

e To Karen McDonald, Chris Russo and Cheryl
Ziedaitis who handled the administration of
this AGM and the Annual Report

9 Meeting Closed

1.10pm

Christmas Party




Whittlesea Community House Team 2024-25

Committee of Management

Kerry Clarke (Chair), Kate Looker (Financial Officer/Vice Chair), Brett Flenley
(Secretary), Margaret Brida (Food Relief), Judith Stewart, Rhonda Rose (Minutes

Secretary), Cheryl Ziedaitis and Esther Casey

Staff

Mary-Lynn Griffith -Manager

Karen McDonald — Administration and Marketing

Chris Russo — Administration
Volunteer Group Coordinators

WCH Garden

Big Blokes Brunch Coordinator
LAN Games Facilitator
Boomerang Bags Facilitator
Whittlesea Township Choir
Kinglake Seniors Bus Trip

CDS Recycling

Women’s Lunch

Food Co-Op

Women’s Shed

Awesome Teachers

Ricky Nuske

Ursula Jenkins

Louise Richards - EHS Solutions
Rod Smith — ABC Boating

lan Hocking

Christine Stonehouse

Sheren Walters, Hala Zakuriya
David Kleesh

Kerry Clarke/Nicki Johnson
Tatiana Hemphill

Rick Stadler

Catherine Blackney and Ann Wright
Train Now Solutions

Whittlesea Community Garden

Rhonda Rose

Rhonda Rose

David Schultz

Ursula Jenkins

Kerry Clarke

Lyn Gatehouse

Ursula Jenkins

Sheren Walters

Ursula Jenkins

Jill McKeever and Cathy Finster

Pilates

Digital Literacy/Op Shop Tours
First Aid

Boat Licencing

Welding/Machining

Crafternoons

Catering for Community

Metal Detecting
Ukulele/Choir/Learn to Read Music

Water Aerobics/Pilates/Chair Exercise

Blacksmithing
Paint and Sip
White Card
Audrey Cobbing



Volunteers

Volunteers are the backbone of Whittlesea Community House, we couldn’t achieve
all the wonderful things we do without them. We had 127 volunteers, students and
helpers who assisted this financial year and we are so grateful for their many
talents and massive contribution:

e The WCHI Management Committee - Kerry Clarke, Kate Looker, Rhonda
Rose, Judith Stewart, Margaret Brida, Cheryl Ziedaitis, Brett Flenley and
Esther Casey

e Women’s Lunch volunteers - Chris Russo, Karen McDonald, Mary-Lynn
Griffith, Rhonda Rose, Ingrid Norris, Deb Morrow, Judy Morgan, Glenys
McDonald, Hala Zakuriya, Flora Saravia, Nicky and Gabby Stokes, Sophia
Hause, Jan Beauchamp and Adam Sutherland

e Big Blokes Brunch facilitator - Rhonda Rose

e Big Blokes Brunch volunteers - Barrie Stewart, lan McKenzie, Brett Flenley,
Steve Middlebrook, Geoff Rose and Jill McKeever

e House garden volunteers: Rhonda Rose and Cory Simmons

e Front of House office volunteers: Chris Russo, Glenys McDonald, Brett
Flenley, Margaret Brida, Cheryl Ziedaitis and Belinda Watts.

e Local “in case of emergency” contact - Megan Smithwick

e Choir — Choir Leader: Kerry Clarke, Administration and Special Events:
Suzanne Coburn

e Whittlesea Community Garden Members and volunteers

e Boomerang Bags Volunteers - Lindy Wilcox, Beth Kindred, Margaret Bovey,

Wendy Aldridge, Jodie Lewis, Barbara Miller, Sue Kenyon, Maria Bevilacqua,

Tara Burke, Adam Sutherland, Macca Wylie, Lynn, Helen Graham, Therese

Carnie, Christine Stonehouse, Janine King, Sam, Di Woods, Debbie Dowel

and Ursula Jenkins

Whittlesea Men’s Shed

Whittlesea Women’s Shed Facilitators - Jill McKeever and Cathy Finster

Kinglake Seniors weekly trip organiser - Lyn Gatehouse

Kinglake weekly bus trip drivers - Glenys McDonald, Errolyn Simmonds, Noel

Daw, Gill Scott, Mick Leeson and Brendan O’Brien

Tax Help - Chris Peng

e Food Relief - Ursula Jenkins, Margaret Brida, Brigitte Ambroz and Julene
Brown

e Pet Food Relief Drivers - Glenys and Geoff McDonald, Lynne Gatehouse,
Mary Lynn Griffith, Melissa Peterson and Cheryl Ziedaitis

e Water Aerobics Drivers - Glenys McDonald, Ann Wright, Leonie Watts and
Brendan O’Brien

e (DS Volunteers - Mary-Lynn Griffith, Karen McDonald, Chris Russo and Lucy,
Kath Looker, Cheryl Ziedaitis, Barrie Stewart, Leonie Watts, Lynn
Gatehouse, Bec Elliot, Shane Beauchamp, Peter Bovey, Margaret Bovey, Rod
Heaney, Noel Daw, Bill Jose, Wilf Smith, Amanda Farrelly, Alicia Cali,
Graham Turner, Rhonda Rose, Denese Inglis, Brett Flenley, Alan Parkinson,
Glenys McDonald, Glenda Vincent, Judy Morgan, Adam Sutherland, Debbie
Morrow, Judge Babington-Seears, Dale Ward, Liam and Kate, Dawn



Fortington, Rhonda Lark, Hala, Belinda Watts, Nadia Chevriaut, Jim France,
Ann Wright, Marlita Millar, Brendan O’Brian, Ursula Jenkins, Alieen Mosen
and a host of student volunteers on placement.

Water Aerobics crew show us how it’s done

High Tea in full swing




Committee Chair Report

Welcome everyone.

This past year has been one for the records. The Whittlesea Community House is
managing well, financially, thanks to the Container Deposit Scheme and all of
those staff and volunteers who contribute to it. It is a great fundraiser for the
House and allows us to support our unfunded social and emergency relief
programs. Our other exciting new project has been the local Food Co-operative,
which is going really well.

As to our programs - have a look at the informative Annual Report and see all
that we do here at the House. Thank you to those who contributed in putting the
Report together. Please make sure you read it.

One of my jobs as president is to thank people. The list of thank-you’s seems to
grow bigger every year as more good people put up their hands to contribute to
our great community organisation.

Our Staff are amazing - our funding is limited and so all our staff work part-time.
This means there is a lot of co-ordination between staff to get things done. The
tasks always seem to exceed the hours available and the work seems to get more
each year. | don’t know how they achieve so much. Particular thanks to our House
Manager, Mary Lynn, for her leadership and devotion to her job. The community
sector is a challenging space in which to work, often leaving us feeling up against
it all.

Mary Lynn is ably supported by our other terrific Staff members, both paid and
volunteer. Thanks to Karen, Chris, Cheryl and Belinda for ‘patiently’ juggling the
numerous requirements in the office and beyond. We have had many new
volunteers join us this year in all of our new projects. Thank you all.

The Committee who volunteer their time and knowledge to keep the House
running are awesome. It is a demanding and responsible voluntary job with very
little reward. We are a busy group and would love to welcome some new members
to the committee. 2025 - Kate, Brett, Margaret, Rhonda, Judith, Cheryl, Esther
and myself (Kerry).

e Our Treasurer Kate handles all the financial matters so well and puts in
more than any other Treasurer | have ever seen. Managing the fundraising
efforts from the Container Deposit Scheme have kept her on her toes this
year. Balancing the figures is an essential but thankless job.

e Our emergency Team, led by Ursula and Margaret have been working harder
than ever to help provide emergency relief to the growing number of local
families and individuals in need. They lead a team of willing and hard
working volunteers who do a great job.



e Brett has stepped up and become our Secretary this year and is learning the
ropes. Unfortunately, he has not been well recently, and we wish him a
speedy recovery.

e Our minute taker Rhonda has again fulfilled many roles efficiently; co-
ordinating the Big Blokes Brunch, liaising with the Community Garden team,
and caring for the House garden as well. Not to mention putting the urn on
every week for the choir!!

e Thank you all.

To all of our other volunteers and workers, too numerous to mention individually -
| wish to say thank you for all your valued contributions to our community.

Kerry Clarke- Committee President- Whittlesea Community House Inc. 2025

Pop Up Recycle Fashion Boutique kicks off

The things you find on an Op Shop
trip

Brigitte and Julene stay on top of
food relief
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Finance Officer Report

Please refer to the Independent Accountants Review and Financial Statements

&

( athenie kooke

Catherine Looker

Finance Officer, Whittlesea Community House Inc.

hiﬁleseo Frespﬁ

BEAMING WOMEN: Whittlesea Community House
McDonald, Magda Burridge, and Judy Morgan witk
and Volunteers Ros Spence, and Member for Yar
Nhittlesea Bowls Club. o

A very nicesrrise donation from the new
owners of Whittlesea Fresh

J

Blacfksmithard at ork in March

—_—

Food Co-Op Grand Opening
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Manager’s Report

The focus this year was reducing barriers to community participation though
provision of food relief, lifelong learning, community activities, services and
events.

Some of our 2024-2025 Highlights:

Providing 3998 Meals to community members through the Big Blokes Brunch
and Community Women’s Lunch programs.

Delivering $149,650 into our community through 10c container refunds
through the Over-the-Counter recycling scheme.

Sourcing, collecting and packing 9,900 kgs of fresh produce from local
farmers and growers in first 13 weeks of the Whittlesea Township Fresh
Food Co-op (1 April -30 June 2025) for our local families.

Assisting 258 people through our monthly face to face legal and social
services outreach (Fix it Friday) to reduce mental stress, access services and
fix problems with 326 agency referrals.

Providing 70 vulnerable families with Christmas Hampers with the help of
Dysons Bus drivers, Whittlesea Lions Club, Bunnings, packed with help by
the City of Whittlesea Community development team.

Engaging with 370+ people each week with Community House and auspice
group programs and activities.

Event Highlights:
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Women'’s Health Week Event: Friday 6 September 2024 11am-1pm. 52
women plus presenters attended this fabulous event featuring Chai making
workshop, entertainment by the Honeybees, Chair exercise Boomerang bag
showbags and health information stalls.

High Tea Fundraiser: Tuesday 17 September 2024 at Whittlesea Bowls
Club. 112 people attended. Guests included Lauren Kathage MP for Yan
Yean, and Minister Ros Spence, State minister for volunteers and carers.
Over $5,000 was raised for social programs and emergency relief.

Whittlesea Uke Muster WUM 2024 on Saturday 12 October 2024 at
Whittlesea Secondary College with 130 people including 9 community uke
groups, attending workshops and performing in the mass finale.

Movember Trivia Quiz 12 November 2024 at the Big Blokes Brunch
featuring Quiz master Rob Mitchell MP Federal member for McEwen. The
quiz raised $97.30 for men’s mental health .



e 70 Christmas Hampers packed by on 3 December 2024
e WCH Christmas Party on 12 December 2024 with 130 people in attendance

e Pop Up Recycle Boutique Saturday 15 March 2025, 9am-1pm A community
event celebrating sustainability and providing an opportunity for 30
community stall holders to sell preloved clothing locally .

e Presentation to Victorian Law Foundation legal community on 18 March
2025 on intersectionality in provision of legal services i.e. Fix it Friday,
including advantages in providing place-based access to justice with other
wrap around services and a strong triage point. See: “The room where it
happens: An intersectional approach to solving legal problems-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1v-cXyAjayA

e Presentation to NHVic Conference 2025 Breakout session “Getting off the
Grant round wheel of fortune - finding reliable alternative funding
sources in trying times” 20 March 2025 focusing on CDS scheme, op shop
tours and high tea fundraiser as income stream for cash strapped
neighbourhood houses.

e Harmony Day Mass pop up choir Friday 21 March 2025 at Westfield Plenty
Valley. Choirs in the Shire Whittlesea Township choir, Whittlesea U3A choir,
and Northern Health choir. The mass choir ensemble sang songs in 4
different languages to celebrate diversity in the Shire for Harmony Day
2025.

e Neighbour Day Monday 31 March 2025 10am-1pm providing activities and
refreshments and community information in the Main shopping strip to
celebrate our neighbours and the neighbourhood in Whittlesea Township

e Whittlesea fresh Food Co-op Launch 1 April 2025. the Co-op currently has
277 members and has sourced and delivered 9,900 kgs of fresh produce from
local farmers and growers in first 13 weeks (1 April -30 June 2025) to our
community.

e Law Week event 23 May 2025: “Fines - Pay, Fight or Complain?”.
Featuring speakers from the Office of the Victorian Ombudsman’s office,
Whittlesea Police and Uniting Financial Counselling.

Meeting our Objects:

1. As a Central point for education skills and training -including pathways
to employment WCH delivered and hosted training and classes as follows: -

Hosting accredited training:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1v-cXyAjayA

e First Aid Training (all levels) through EHS Solutions Wallan/Allens Training
(RTO 90909)

e White Card training

e Mental Health First Aid Training

e Boat Licence (ABC Boating College)

Delivering vocational training:
Welding for Beginners (ACFE)
Digital Essentials 1 & 2 (ACFE)
Catering for community (ACFE)
Employable Me (ACFE)

Running recreational training and classes

Metal detecting workshops

Blacksmithing for beginners

Learn to read music

Whittlesea Community Garden workshops in: seed saving, gardening with
the seasons, propagation, and growing indoor plants, crop rotation and
companion planting

2. In providing activities to connect community and reduce social isolation in
2024-2025
we facilitated, hosted and/or auspiced the following regular groups:

Whittlesea Township Choir

Game On (LAN) computer games for young people

Whittlesea Community Garden sessions, workshops and garden beds
Boomerang Bags -Whittlesea Kinglake and surrounds (auspice)

WhittleCukes (auspice)

Whittlesea Women’s Shed (auspice)

Crafternoons

Op Shop tours 3 times per month

Text Out Tuesday program expanding to 900+ directly informing community
members of activities and events in the community,

Water Aerobics

Weekly seniors bus trip to Kinglake

Ukulele - let’s start at the very beginning

Ukulele - intermediate

Big Blokes Brunch

Community Women’s Lunch

Whittlesea Community Garden with supported sessions, workshops and beds

And events:
e Whittlesea Uke Muster 2024, a festival of community uke groups
e Pop up recycle boutique with 30 stalls
e Volunteer Morning teas

14



WCH Christmas Party

Neighbour Day in the main street

Law Week - Q&A panel “Fines - Pay, Fight or Complain?

Harmony day mass choir Pop up event at Westfield plenty Valley
High Tea Fundraiser

Whittlesea Township Fresh Food Co-op launch

RUOK Day women’s lunch

Women'’s health week event with stalls speakers and entertainment

3. In Provision of relief and support to community members affected by
poverty, distress and economic disadvantage through community lunches and
services WCH produced and ran the following:
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Community Women’s Lunch:

50-55 women regularly attend this twice a month community lunch.
Speakers and activities emphasise health and wellbeing and healthy food on
a budget. The lunch is supported through a partnership with City of
Whittlesea and grants for speakers and activities.

Big Blokes Brunch:

55-60 men share a meal each Tuesday at the Big Blokes Brunch. The Brunch
is a partnership between WCH and the Department of Justice and
Community services and the City of Whittlesea .

Emergency relief Program:

38+ families and individuals in need are regularly assisted each week
through our Emergency relief program supported by a City of Whittlesea
grant, monthly donations from Whittlesea Lions, community members
through the Whittlesea IGA donation box plus handling fees earned by the
WCH through the CDS over the counter refund scheme.

Pet Food relief
10+ families a week access our pet food relief program. We are grateful for
donations from ARC and the cat protection society of Victoria.

Whittlesea Township Fresh Food Co-op
Establishment of Co-operative to get fresh food weekly into the Township
direct from local growers supporting low income families and farmers.

Fix it Friday (FiF):

258 people were assisted through 326 agency referrals in the 10 sessions (30
hours in total of the 2024-2025 year.

The FiF monthly face to face legal and social services outreach reduces
barriers to participation in community by offering advice and support from
the following agencies:

Whittlesea Community Legal service and Social work team, Centrelink,
Uniting Financial counselling, NDIS (Brotherhood of St Laurence), My Aged



care assist (DPV) staff from the office of Lauren Kathage, MP for Yan Yean,
Nils No interest Loans scheme (NH Vic), After Hours Mental Health Nursing
(Healthability), Whittlesea police, Neami National and Yarra Valley Water
bill relief team and the Office of the Victorian Ombudsman

e Tax Help (ATO volunteer)

Our ATO Tax Help volunteer helped 18 people with their tax returns in 2024;

e Law Week event -. Fines - Pay, Fight or Complain?” Q and A and lunch

e Welcome to Whittlesea booklet updated for 2025 with sports, recreational
and community groups, emergency services and relief in the Township.

Volunteers and Student Placements

Over the course of the year we were helped by 127 wonderful volunteers including

our students on placement.

Volunteers contributed 12,813 hours of their time to the Whittlesea Community

house this year

Our volunteers assisted with driving, packing food hampers and pantry packs,
cooking, sewing, gardening, answering phones, recycling containers, collecting pet
food, distributing flyers and brochures, facilitating groups, cooking meals, being
on the management committee and helping with administration and events.

Students on placement this year:

Thank you to Yvette, Nausheen, Bhawana, Emerson, Carolyn, Ingrid, Chienne,
Jared, Marianne, Amor, Rajeda, Aida, Esther, Marvin, lvy, Gita, Chaisa, Johana Lyn

and Mandy.

Partnerships

SCAR - Second Chance Animal Rescue

Pet food and access to reduced fee vet help

City of Whittlesea

Big Blokes Brunch, Women’s Lunch and
grants and support,

Department of Justice and Community
Safety

Big Blokes Brunch (weekly)

Whittlesea Community Connections;

Fix it Friday (legal and social work team L2P
program support, Emergency relief Network
and other projects

Whittlesea Secondary College and Central
Ranges trades training Centre

Whittlesea Uke Muster, Welding course plus
student helpers for food co-op garden and
container deposit scheme

Whittlesea Library

sharing of resources and community info,
partnership for Women’s health week event

Centrelink, Brotherhood of St Laurence
(NDIS), Whittlesea Community Legal
service/WCC, DPV Health (My Aged care),
Whittlesea police, Uniting Financial
Counselling, Neighbourhood House Victoria
(Nils) Neami National mental health, Office

Fix it Friday project partners

16




of the Victorian Ombudsman, Office of

Lauren Kathage State MP

Neighbourhood Houses Victoria Power Saving Bonus, No interest Loans and
peak body support

Bunnings Donations for Christmas hampers, seedlings
for programs and workshop facilitators

Whittlesea Bowls Club Venue for events

Whittlesea Police Fix it Friday

Donations

Whittlesea Community members and surrounds: Emergency relief supplies
through the IGA donation box and material for our Boomerang Bags group .
Second Chance Animal Rescue and Cat Protection Society of Victoria- for our
pet food relief supplies

Fran and Jeffrey Murray for Crafternoons donation

Whittlesea Lions club for monthly donations for Foodbank pallets for Food relief
Lauren Kathage MP - ongoing support, photocopying and participation in Fix it
Friday helping community members.

Rob Mitchell MP - ongoing support, photocopying and trivia master extraordinaire
for the annual Big Blokes Brunch Movember Trivia Quiz

The 2024-2025 year in numbers

e 9900 kgs of fresh locally grown produce distributed in first 13 weeks of our
Fresh Food Co-op

e 3998 meals served at 66 community lunches (an extra 848 meals than last
year)

e 2600 people reached through programs, activities and events

e 370 people- engaged per week in Whittlesea Community House and auspice
group programs and activities

e 127 volunteers helping throughout the 2024-2025 year including student
placements

e 12,813 Volunteer hours clocked up for the tear

e $320,325 Dollar value of volunteer hours for the year based on rate of $25
per hour:

e 52 different activities/courses offered throughout the year

e 50 Staff hours per week

Mary-Lynn Griffith, Manager
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Whittlesea Community Garden Report

We have enjoyed a productive year in the garden, adjusting to the weekly
supported sessions on Thursdays and seasonal, rather than monthly, workshops.
Our member numbers have been stable, and our ageing cohort continue to be the
backbone of the group, however, we have worked to tap into other networks to
support us with the ongoing maintenance, particularly in the external/open
garden. We are greatly appreciative of the help provided by Whittlesea Secondary
College students and staff, who attended fortnightly working bees, helping to clear
pathways, weed and pick up rubbish.

On July 18t Mary-Lynn and | met with a representative from the Department of
Corrections at the garden, with a view to organizing another working group. This
was followed up later in the year with training and guidelines being provided to a
few garden members in relation to working with Department of Corrections clients.
We hope to start working with this group soon.

Further to this we are putting the call out on Facebook and to other community
groups/volunteers, for people interested in helping out.

July also saw us receive a donation from N.P Roofing (The Tin Man) of corrugated
sheeting and corners for a new raised garden bed, which is greatly appreciated and
was quickly taken up.

| attended a presentation evening at Peppercorn Hill Estate on the evening of 17t
October to accept the Dennis Family Corporation Grant we were awarded last
year, and it was a lovely opportunity to talk about the garden and what the grant
would be used for. We were also able to express our gratitude and talk to other
recipients from such a wonderful variety of community groups.

On February 13t this year, a member of council’s Positive Ageing Team visited the
garden, with a view to including us in an upcoming bus tour. Unfortunately, this
depended on having participants from Whittlesea or surrounds attend, which didn’t
come to fruition this time, but it provided for discussion of the garden and future
engagement opportunities.

Our increasing bed numbers have seen a take up by the recently started Food Co-
Op and the possibility of garden members growing herbs in these beds to sell to
them, as well as other crops, looking to expand this circular economy.

ACTIVITIES THIS YEAR HAVE INCLUDED:

Bunning’s workshop - Indoor Plant Care - 15t August

Propagation Workshop - 26" September - Kathleen Tants

Seed Collecting and Harvesting Workshop - 17t October - Kathleen Tants
Combined Community Groups Christmas Lunch - 12t December

15t seasonal Workshop (Dennis Family Corp Grant) - Crop Rotation - Kathleen Tants
Morning Tea to Celebrate Barrie and Judith Stewart’s 60" Wedding Anniversary -
13t March - Provided by Megan Smithwick

2"d Seasonal Workshop - Weed |.D and Management - 2"d May - Kathleen Tants
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3rd Seasonal Workshop - Native Gardens - 28t August - Kathleen Tants
COMING UP:

The Final Seasonal Workshop - 237 October - Preparing for Summer - Kathleen
Tants

D.0.J working bees - 30t September & 9t December.

Morning Tea/Open Day in collaboration with the Library - 13" November
Christmas Celebrations

FUNDING:

We continue to receive funding from the “Cash For Cans” program, as well as
through having our donations box available at all activities. Our membership is
stable and we are gradually increasing our bed numbers to allow for growth.

We would like to thank Whittlesea Community House staff and Committee of
Management, as well as the City of Whittlesea, Whittlesea township community
and businesses and The Dennis Family Corporation for their support throughout the
year and | would personally like to thank everyone for continuing to support me in
my role, particularly the sub-committee members Rhonda and Judith, who also
represent the garden at the Community House meetings.

Sincerely,
Audrey

&

Dennis Family Grant in action at the garden

sy

This little piggy.....

Whittlesea Secondary students
volunteer at the garden




Fix it Friday

Fix it Friday continues to be one of the cornerstones of Whittlesea Community
House. Our community continues to require support in these tough economic times
and our tireless panel of “fixers” has worked hard over the past year to provide
support and comfort to more than 240 people in the 10 sessions for the period.

This year we have had the amazing Sara from Caffe Grande serving free barista
made coffee each Fix it Friday - thanks to The Magistrates Court Fund. There’s
nothing like a latte to keep your spirits up when there’s a problem to solve!

Once again we received funding to participate in Law Week in May 2025 which saw
us tackle the problem of fines and what to do about them. Thanks to the Victorian
Ombudsman, Whittlesea Community Legal Service and Uniting Financial
Counselling for their fabulous input.

The current roster of “fixers” each month looks like this:

Whittlesea Community Connections (Legal, Social Work), Brotherhood of St
Lawrence (NDIS), DPV (My Aged Care, Community Home Assistance), Neami
National (Mental Health Local - Whittlesea), Uniting Kildonan (Financial
Counselling), Services Australia (Centrelink), Health Ability (My Aged Care -
Murrindindi and After Hours Mental Health Nursing), Victorian Ombudsman,
Victoria Police and Lauren Kathage MP.

In addition to these services our own staff, students and volunteers are also
assisting regularly with digital access for things such as Power Saving Bonuses,
MyGov Account set ups and Disability Permit applications as well as many other
online access situations. It can sometimes feel like every day is Fix it Friday!

Over the past 12 months (10 sessions of 3 hours each) we have assisted 240
community members in connecting with 320 referrals. Each month on average we
co-ordinate queries from 30-40 locals to access assistance from the experts listed
above. Many of these locals require more than one expert and can visit us over
more than one Fix it Friday session. The session lasts just 3 hours but we know it
changes lives and puts smiles back on faces.

Thank you to all of our amazing “Fixers” and to the students, volunteers and staff
of the House for their amazing dedication.
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Big Blokes Brunch

This year has been a successful one for the men’s lunch which is held every
Tuesday at the Whittlesea Community Activity Centre. We now have over 150
people registered and continue to cater for an average of 50 men each week. The
Department of Justice personnel provide their services to prepare and serve
nutritious meals for the group with additional food supplies supplemented by
Whittlesea Community House. All men are welcome, and we have a range of ages
and abilities attending regularly. These include people from diverse backgrounds,
local aged care facilities, those experiencing homelessness, disability groups and
men with individual carers.

The Big Blokes Brunch program continues to focus on improving mental wellbeing
by reducing social isolation and providing an informal environment in which to
relate to other men. It also fosters community engagement with presentations this
year on reusable glass containers for Plastic Free July and a presentation by City of
Whittlesea on services available at the Community Health Centre. Mary- Lynn
regularly provides updates on current programs and services at Whittlesea
Community House which would be of interest. We have information available on
other local activities such as Men’s Shed and Food Co-operative. Megan Smithwick,
Community Development Officer for the City of Whittlesea regularly speaks to the
group about Council initiatives and assistance.

With the program now in its seventh year, | again acknowledge the assistance
provided by lan McKenzie and Macca who set up the tables and chairs every
morning. Barrie Stewart, Brett Flenley, Steve Middlebrook and Geoff Rose greet
the participants and assist with signing in where required. Emma and her carer
Ethan from ABC Disability Group have been helping recently with the setting up
procedures. Thank you to Cathy Finster who helps in my absence and especially Jill
McKeever who capably assists every week.

Rhonda Rose

Big Blokes get their sustainable
containers from council
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Emergency Food Relief Project

On behalf of the Whittlesea Neighbourhood House Food Relief Team, we want to
extend our sincerest gratitude for your attendance and participation at our annual
meeting today. Your presence and valuable input are what make our community
strong and vibrant.

It is wonderful to see so many engaged faces, and your enthusiasm truly
contributed to the success of the Community Food Relief program throughout the
year. We're so grateful for your continued support and commitment to making our
Community House a wonderful place for everyone.

A special thank you to our dedicated staff, volunteers, and members for their
ongoing support. Today marks another year of growth and connection for our us,
and we're excited to share our progress.

The Food Relief Team has provided food relief to individuals, families and pets in
need, in the form of a pantry packs available weekly and the fantastic Christmas
hampers.

During a 12 month period (July 2024 - July 2025) the relief team facilitated:
e 840 pantry packs, pets received 650 bags of food (not including treats and
worming treatments)
e 11,520 eggs have been supplied (This equates to 960 eggs per month or 80
dozen per month)
e 435 frozen meals
e 50 Christmas hampers

| would like to thank Mary-Lyn, Karen, Chris and Cheryl for their ongoing
commitment. Big thanks to Bridgett, Julene, Ursula and Glenys for collecting the
donated food from our local donation box at Whittlesea IGA and making the
hampers for our community. There are many volunteers and school children that
have helped make this successful.

A lot of this wouldn’t be possible without our genius sponsors and contributors.
Please join me in thanking the following: Whittlesea Amcal Pharmacy, Whittlesea
Swimming Pool, Whittlesea Bowling Club, Whittlesea IGA, Gilly’s Meats, Dysons Bus
Company, Lions Club, Rotary Club, Bunnings and Visy Recycling.

We look forward to continuing to serve our community together and seeing you at
future events.

Thank you form the bottom of our hearts, The Food Relief Team

Sincerely,
Margaret Brida
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Boomerang Bags report - Whittlesea, Kinglake, Flowerdale and
Surrounds

This year the incredible teams at Boomerang Bags Whittlesea and Kinglake
officially joined each other and became formally known as “Boomerang Bags
Whittlesea, Kinglake, Flowerdale and Surrounds”. This step has made it possible to
open our own bank account and do everything from accept donations and
payments directly, to registering as a donation partner for the Vic CDS. We would
like to thank the Committee and House staff for their support in making this
possible for us.

This year we continue to provide 80 bags each week to the IGA Whittlesea and
Foodworks Kinglake, and 20 bags each week to the Yarra Plenty Regional Library
and Murrindindi Library networks. That’s over 5000 bags since this time last year,
helped considerably by many members taking on homework between meetings.

Squeezed in amongst our regular weekly supermarket commitments we tackled a
variety of different projects:

e 30 specialty Australian themed cross body bags in collaboration with
Whittlesea CWA and Whittlesea Men’s Shed commissioned by Whittlesea
Secondary College. The bags were part of the school’s welcome gift and
Owariasahi Japan Tour.

e 85 specialty bags printed with mental health and positivity phrases for City
of Whittlesea’s celebration of R U Okay day.

e Custom reupholstering of 20 large bench seat cushions at Mernda Primary
School.

e 15 denim aprons made for the new Whittlesea Township Fresh Food Co-Op
and a set of 30 matching bags with the Co-Op’s brand logo.

e 10 more denim aprons for Whittlesea Men’s Shed

e An Epi pen holster so a client could keep the pen close and easily accessible
while gardening.

e 60 bags for Northern Health’s women’s empowerment Speaking Made Easy
conference.

e 4 dog beds stuffed with scraps donated to Kinglake Vet.

e Baby story time quilt made for Alexandra Library thanks to Christine
Stonehouse.

e A very special memorial quilt for a local family whose son suffered a tragic
accident.

e 30 draft stoppers made for Whittlesea Community House Greener Living
program.

e DoJ staff training to assist with our continued partnership and sewing
program. We regularly receive bundles of completed bags and they are
consistently of a good standard now.

e Hosting the students from Southern Cross College and teaching them to sew
has certainly been a highlight!
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We also found new friends: Tara, Maria, Helen and Therese are now coming weekly
to help us recycle unwanted fabrics and have a good laugh. We say good bye to
Michelle Goldsworthy who joined the Whittlesea Women’s Shed and is making us a
sewing machine storage shelf as her first project!

Lindy Wilcox, Beth Kindred, Margaret Bovey, Wendy Aldridge, Jodie Lewis, Barbara
Miller, Sue Kenyon, Maria Bevilacqua, Tara Burke, Adam Sutherland, Macca Wylie,
Lynn, Helen Graham, Therese Carnie, Christine Stonehouse, Janine King, Sam, Di
Woods, Debbie Dowel and Ursula Jenkins would all like to express our immense
gratitude to the Whittlesea Community House staff and Committee for making our
group possible and we look forward to achieving great things in 2026!

Special RU OK Day Bags
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CDS - Visy Recycling report

Whittlesea Community House participates in Victoria’s Container Deposit Scheme
as an over-the-counter collection point every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Saturday unless one of these days lands on a Public Holiday. As you can imagine
that means we need to stay open all through the school and Christmas holidays
too. Thankfully we have leaned on the good will the House generates in the
community and have found ample volunteers to be the engine of this wonderful
OTC and keep it running even through heat waves and thunderstorms. Fuelled by
many cups of steaming hot tea and sometimes homemade lemon or ginger cake
(thanks Noel and Margaret), the volunteers spend either 2.5 hrs or 4 hrs or 5 hrs in
shifts counting and sorting dirty, smelly, sticky and wet drink containers. Although
the containers themselves are not always pleasant, some of them have even been
wriggly or bitey, the customers who bring them in are always wonderful: grateful
for our speedy service, and happy to have a convenient local point to redeem their
10c items.

Substantial upgrades this year include electrical works, the enclosure and
insulation of the sorting gazebo, and concreting the pathway around the driveway
and installing gravel there. Heaters and cooling fans have been installed for the
comfort and safety of the team. While the outside volunteers count, sort, clean
and pay; the inside volunteers make sure the daily float is always ready, that
we’re in compliance with everything Visy requires (including a new EPA permit)
and daily transaction checks and weekly reporting. It is an enormous effort that
could easily feel like an unrelenting hamster wheel if not for the easy banter and
friendships formed, particularly between regular shift workers.

The CDS has successfully developed ongoing relationships with the Whittlesea and
Doreen Scout groups, assisting them to meet huge fundraising goals this year
(Whittlesea 15t Scouts raised over $6000 through us). Doreen scouts have an
arrangement with Mernda Village retirement community and exclusively collect
their bulk volume of empty containers.

Whittlesea Golf course donate 100% of their eligible containers directly to the
House which is incredibly generous of them. We continue to collect and replace
wheelie bins for the Whittlesea Bowls Club and this year we welcomed Whittlesea
Football and Netball Club into the pickup route. | would like to make a special
thank you to Shayne Bauchamp for driving the minibus twice a week to make these
pickups possible.

“All Ability Thursdays” continues with the fantastic team from ABC Group. Every
Thursday the happy team can be found counting, cleaning, joking around and
welcoming customers with the help of two support workers. We frequently receive
very positive feedback about this Thursday crew regarding the impact they’re
having in the community.

This year the volunteer team has included: Mary-Lynn Griffith, Karen McDonald,

Chris Russo and Lucy, Kath Looker, Cheryl Ziedaitis, Barrie Stewart, Leonie Watts,
Lynn Gatehouse, Bec Elliot, Shane Beauchamp, Peter Bovey, Margaret Bovey, Rod
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Heaney, Noel Daw, Bill Jose, Wilf Smith, Amanda Farrelly, Alicia Cali, Graham
Turner, Rhonda Rose, Denese Inglis, Brett Flenley, Alan Parkinson, Glenys
McDonald, Glenda Vincent, Judy Morgan, Adam Sutherland, Debbie Morrow, Judge
Babington-Seears, Dale Ward, Liam and Kate, Dawn Fortington, Rhonda Lark, Hala,
Belinda Watts, Nadia Chevriaut, Jim France, Ann Wright, Marlita Millar, Brendan
O’Brian, Ursula Jenkins, Alieen Mosen and a host of student volunteers on
placement.
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Bec welcomes a new customer

CDS enters the Christmas Tree
Extravaganza
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Whittlesea Township Fresh Food Co-Op

It is with great pride that we present the inaugural report for the Whittlesea
Township Fresh Food Co-Op. Launched on 1st April, the Co-Op has quickly become
a valued weekly service for our community. Every Tuesday, local residents receive
a substantial supply of fresh fruit and vegetables, with a focus on produce grown
right here in Whittlesea’s farming district.

The Co-Op is partially funded by the State Government through a grant from their
Community Support Fund, and we are grateful for this assistance which has helped
us establish a strong foundation. Along the way, we have built closer connections
with our growers. In speaking with farmers about their seasonal produce, we have
also been able to conduct several interviews, sharing these stories with the wider
consumer community. This has helped many people feel more connected to where
their food comes from and the people who grow it.

The food provided is not only generous in quantity but also carefully considered for
its nutritional value. We especially thank Carolyn Holmes, who has researched and
created recipes designed to make the most of vitamin and mineral combinations in
each week’s box. Feedback has been very positive, with forms returned praising
both the quality of the produce and the ideas provided for cooking.

We have also introduced optional add-ons such as local honey, jams, and relishes.
At times, the Whittlesea Community Garden has kindly supplied fresh herbs,
adding even more variety to our boxes.

In April, May and June, we were supported by the enthusiastic students from
Whittlesea Secondary College. Their energy and commitment were a great help,
and this valuable partnership is one we hope to encourage and utilise again next
year. The Co-Op has already achieved much in its first months. It has strengthened
ties between farmers and residents, supported healthy eating and created
opportunities to celebrate local produce. We look forward to continuing this work
next year, building on the success and goodwill already shown.

Volunteers for the Co Op this year include: Mary-Lynn Griffith, Karen McDonald,
Chris Russo, Cheryl Ziedaitis, Kate Looker, Esther Casey, Lili Davenport, Dawn
Fortington, Judy Morgan, Macca Wylie, Bill Jose, Rod Heaney, Carolyn Holmes,
Glenys McDonald, Wilf Smith, Christine Stonehouse, Adam Sutherland, Brendan
O’Brian, Scott Bassett and Ursula Jenkins.

Yo AU =
Nothing happens without these 2

N
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Whittlesea Township Choir

This year we have had an enjoyable year of singing with our wonderful and
enthusiastic leader Kerry Clarke. On the 21st March, we sang in the food court at
Westfield Shopping Centre in South Morang for Harmony Day to an enthusiastic
audience. We were joined by U3A Choir (singers and ukulele players) and also the
Northern Health Choir and we all enjoyed a free coffee in the shopping centre
afterwards.

On April 16th we were asked to sing for Anzac Day by Northern Health Choir at
Dianella Hostel in Kilmore which is now part of the Kilmore Hospital and Northern
Health. This was a most enjoyable and special service with a haunting bag pipe
player opening the service.

In Term 2 we were joined by our long friend and Choir leader Nicki Johnson and
Georgia Mazis. We sang many new songs during this time. On the 22" of June we
celebrated our Choir's 19th birthday and enjoyed a special afternoon tea together.

In Term 3, we saw Kerry return from her well-deserved break overseas and also
seeing her family interstate.

It was with great regret that on 10t July, many of our Choir attended foundation
member Joan Kincade's funeral. She passed away suddenly at 81 years of age from
breast cancer.

On the 8™ September, we enjoyed a special performance at Whittlesea Lodge
Aged Care singing many old, well-loved songs that many of the residents sang along
with.

Suzanne Coburn

Happy 19t Birthday to the Choir!
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WhittleC Ukes

Starting the year with 17 members, we have increased our membership up to 20
members. Due to the capacity of our present location, we have reached the
maximum numbers of participants that can be accommodated.

We continue to learn and improve the standard of our presentations, and we have
been fortunate that several members have brought their additional talents to the
group.

Adding to the number of music books that we have already produced for our
presentations, we now have our 6th book in development.

We continue to perform for 3 aged care facilities as well as a local senior’s group.
In addition, we have been asked to perform at the Whittlesea Show, the Kilmore
Busking Festival, Bunnings Mernda and have also participated in the local Ukulele
Muster. Our average performance numbers are still around 2 per month and it is
thanks to the members that attend that we are able to continue providing
entertainment across the municipality.

We are now into the third ukulele jam at The Shack Upper Plenty which last year
brought over 40 participants from nearby towns. At the Uke Muster we received a
number of enquiries about this event which is made possible by the efforts of so
many of our members.

We did try to conduct a performance in the local rotunda recently but cold
weather and rain meant we had to postpone the event for a more weather friendly
day. This will be a free Play in the Park event encouraging local residents to
attend.

The workload is still shared across the membership. If we continue to have the
same enthusiasm in the next year as we have had this year, our group can only go
from strength to strength.

Our thanks go to both the Whittlesea Community House and the Whittlesea Bowls
Club. They have given us the security and venue to practise and perform and |
extend my appreciation on behalf of the group.

Ron Laurence

Co-ordinator
WhittleC Ukes
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Whittlesea Women’s Shed

The Whittlesea Women’s Shed has had a great and fulfilling 18 months working out
of the Men’s Shed.

We now have around 12-15 members who regularly attend. Members are enjoying
the socialization and comradery of learning new things or passing on skills and
knowledge.

We have a competency-based learning and induction process in place to enable
members to experience the large machines. Already, several members have been
inducted in the use of the drop saw, tablesaw, thicknesser, jointer and band saw.

We will soon be involved in the Whittlesea Show alongside the Men’s Shed.
Members have been busy making items for sale such as wooden coasters,
charcuterie boards and other Christmas gift items to boost funds.

Jill McKeever

Chairperson

Whittlesea Women’s Shed
whittleseawomensshed@gmail.com

30 Whittlesea-Yea Rd, Whittlesea 3757
0439 966 898
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Whittlesea Township & Surrounds Community Resilience Committee
(WTSCRC)

A Community coordinated and ready to deal with an emergency? I’d like to see
that!

Whittlesea Township and Surrounds Community Resilience Committee
(WTSCRC), its members and supporters will, and must, never forget the 2009
bushfires, and their impact on this community and surrounding areas.

More importantly, WTSCRC members believe that they, and the wider community,
must also never forget the lessons learned in 2009 by this and other communities
that have more recently been impacted by emergency. Lessons include the
importance of unity, of being ready to respond promptly and, effectively to any
future emergency.

In 2015 WTSCRC published a Community Emergency Response Plan as a tool to
inform a coordinated response by our community to the impact of emergencies.
The 2015 Plan was well received by like-minded communities. Although regarded
as a document of merit, the Whittlesea and Surrounds 2015 Emergency Response
Plan was not officially recognised by any level of government and therefore has no
official standing in emergency response legislation.

Conditions and levels of awareness have changed, as has emergency response
legislation at Federal, State and Local levels, to confirm the need for community
emergency response plans, aligned with government legislation, to be subplans of
local government emergency plans. This change to emergency legislation
authorises the involvement of communities in responding to emergency situations,
as specified in these community plans.

In early 2023 the Whittlesea Township and Surrounds CRC, auspiced by Whittlesea
Community House, received funding through the Foundation for Rural and Regional
Renewal, to develop the groundbreaking Whittlesea Township and Surrounds
Emergency Response Plan. This document (The Plan) is due to be adopted as a
recognized part of the Municipal Emergency Plan structure in November 2025.
The group is now focusing on developing a Community Emergency Response
Network of local groups and organizations, to be ready in case of an emergency in
our community.

Want to know more? Like to be involved? Have your say! Contact
wtscrc@gmail.com

Respect. Remember.
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